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Summary and Comments

NatureMapping workshop participants (11) conducted field work along with south 
side of Crescent Lake.  

• The predicted/observed species list were updated with sightings of species 
previously observed in prior bioblitzes.

• 47 plants were identified and 4 new plants were added to the master plant 
list.

• The bog laurel, a bog plant, was found at the end of the small path leading 
to the lake from the grassy clearing and along the lower perimeter. 

• Further inventory and mapping should be conducted to delineate the bog.  
It was evident when the “land” moved, that we were on a bog 

• Bogs are rare and worth preserving

Watching a salamander by the culvert

Standing on the bog

Area recommended to delineate the size of the bog



Crescent Valley (Gig Harbor) Biodiversity Management Area
History

The Crescent Valley Biodiversity Management Area (BMA) is one of 16 areas within the Pierce 
County Biodiversity Network.  The Network represents the “best of the best” habitat that 
met the following criteria:

– Large blocks of land with minimal fragmentation
– Few roads
– High level of species richness and representation
– High number of rare, threatened or endangered species
– Complement Pierce County’s Open Space Plan
– Meet Washington State’s Growth Management Act’s requirement for identifying fish and wildlife 

habitat

The following tables list:
– Predicted species based on the Washington Gap Analysis Project
– Species observed at the 2005 Gig Harbor Bioblitz
– Species observed at the winter bird survey and NatureMapping workshop in 2006
– Species observed at the NatureMapping workshop in 2007
– Plant species observed broken down by native and non-native species

In order to verify that the habitat has the quality to support the species that were predicted, a 
bioblitz was conducted in 2005.  Thirty-five property owners were contacted and agreed to 
allow the taxonomic teams to inventory their properties.

The taxa teams could only inventory 14 properties during the bioblitz.  However, further 
bioblitzes and NatureMapping workshops were conducted on properties not previously 
inventoried.  

In each case, property owners were encouraged to join in the bioblitzes and workshops.  Reports 
were generated with aerial photos of their properties and species lists that could be used as 
documentation for applying for Conservation Easements and other tax incentives available 
to landowners within the BMA.

A group of citizens formed the Crescent Valley Alliance in an effort to involve other residents 
within the BMA to develop long-term community stewardship using the Crescent Valley 
Stewardship Plan developed with the community and the Pierce County Biodiversity 
Alliance as a working guideline.

The National Wildlife Federation’s Community Habitat Program provided the Crescent Valley 
Alliance funds to work towards becoming a Certified Community Habitat using the action 
steps, such as monitoring, involving schools, education, and proactive ways to maintain the 
biodiversity within the BMA.
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AMPHIBIANS BIRDS (Cont'd)

Bullfrog X Cliff swallow
Ensatina X Common barn-owl
Long-toed salamander Common goldeneye X
Northwestern salamander X X X Common merganser 
Pacific treefrog (Chorus frog) X X Common nighthawk X
Red-legged frog  (3) X X Common raven X
Roughskin newt X Common snipe
Western toad  (3,6) Common yellowthroat X

Cooper's hawk (2)

BIRDS Dark-eyed junco X X X
American bittern Downy woodpecker X X
American coot X European starling X X
American crow X X X Fox sparrow X
American goldfinch X X Glaucous-winged gull X X
American robin X X X Golden-crowned kinglet X X
American wigeon X Great blue heron (3,4,6) X
Anna's hummingbird X X Great horned owl
Bald eagle (3,4,6) X X X Green heron (Green-backed) (3) X
Band-tailed pigeon (4) X Green-winged teal X
Barn swallow X Hairy woodpecker X X
Barred owl X Hermit thrush X
Barrow's goldeneye X Hooded merganser (4)

Belted kingfisher X X Horned grebe X
Bewick's wren X X House finch X X
Black-capped chickadee X X House sparrow X X
Black-headed grosbeak X House wren
Black-throated gray warbler X Hutton's vireo X X
Brewer's blackbird Killdeer X X
Brown creeper X X Macgillivray's warbler
Brown-headed cowbird X Mallard X X
Bufflehead X Marsh wren
Bushtit X Merlin X
Cackling Canada goose X Mew gull X
California quail Mourning dove X X
Canada goose X X Northern flicker X X
Caspian tern X Northern harrier
Cedar waxwing X Northern oriole
Chestnut-backed chickadee X X Northern rough-winged swallow
Cinnamon teal Olive-sided flycatcher (3)
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BIRDS (Cont'd)
Osprey (3) X X Wilson's warbler X
Pacific slope flycatcher (Western) X Winter wren X X X
Pied-billed grebe (4) X Wood duck (4) X
Pileated woodpecker(6) X X X Yellow warbler X
Pine siskin X X
Purple finch X X MAMMALS
Purple martin(6) X Beaver
Red crossbill X Big brown bat (4) X
Red-breasted merganser X Black bear
Red-breasted nuthatch X X Black rat
Red-breasted sapsucker X X Black-tailed deer (4) X X
Red-tailed hawk X X Bobcat
Red-winged blackbird X X X California myotis (4)

Ring-necked pheasant Coast mole X?
Rock dove X Coyote X
Ruby-crowned kinglet X Creeping vole
Rufous hummingbird X Deer mouse X
Savannah sparrow Douglas squirrel X X X
Scrub jay X Dusky (Montane) shrew
Song sparrow X X X Eastern gray squirrel X
Sora Ermine
Spotted sandpiper (4) X Hoary bat
Spotted towhee (Rufous-sided) X X Little brown myotis (4) X
Steller's jay X X X Long-eared myotis (3,4) X
Surf scoter X Long-legged myotis (3,4)

Swainson's thrush X Long-tailed (Forest) deer mouse
Townsend's warbler X Long-tailed vole
Tree swallow Long-tailed weasel
Varied thrush X Mink (4) X
Vaux's swift (3,4,6) Mountain beaver
Violet-green swallow X Mountain lion
Warbling vireo X Muskrat
Western screech-owl Northern flying squirrel
Western tanager X Norway rat
Western wood-pewee X Pacific jumping mouse X
White-crowned sparrow X Pacific water shrew (3)

White-winged scoter X Porcupine
Willow flycatcher (3) X Rabbit spp. X
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MAMMALS (Cont'd) INSECTS
Raccoon X X Thatch mound ants X
Red fox Bumblebee sp. X
River otter 
Shrew-mole
Silver-haired bat (2) Footnote:
Southern red-backed vole (1) - Trigger Species - Species that needed 
Spotted skunk additional mapped land cover units to ensure 
Striped skunk representation within the network
Townsend's big-eared bat (2,3,4) (2) - At-Risk - Washington Gap Analysis 
Townsend's mole Project (WAGAP) selected species 
Townsend's chipmunk X considered to be most as risk of continued 
Townsend's vole or future population declines due to human 
Vagrant shrew X activities
Virginia opossum X (3) - Listed (State or Federal) - Species listed
Yuma myotis (3,4) as State endangered, threatened, sensitive, 

candidate or monitor, as well as species listed
REPTILES or proposed for listing by the U.S. Fish and 
Common garter snake (1) X Wildlife Service
Northwestern garter snake X (4) - PHS - a species defined as priority under 
Northern alligator lizard the WDFW Priority Habitats and Species 
Painted turtle (PHS) Program
Rubber boa (5) - Included based on species significance 
Western terrestrial garter snake under the WDFW PHS/Heritage database, 

although not predicted to occur 
FISH (6) - Washington Comprehensive Wildlife
Coho salmon X Conservation Strategy (2005) species
Pumpkinseed X recommended for monitoring
Rainbow trout X



Crescent Valley Plant List (4/14/07) * - Non-native 

ID Scientific Name Common Name Plant Family Invasive

Crescent Valley - PenMet Parks Property (4/14/07)

3 Acer macrophyllum Big-leaf maple Aceraceae
308 Prunus emarginata Bitter cherry Rosaceae New
115 Dicentra formosa Bleeding heart Fumariaceae
313 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Polypodiaceae 1
417 Trientalis latifolia Broadleaved starflower Primulaceae
53 Berberis nervosa Cascade Oregongrape Berberidaceae

401 Stellaria media* Common chickweed Caryophyllaceae
129 Equisetum arvense Common horsetail Equisetaceae 1
408 Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae
311 Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas fir Pinaceae
180 Ilex aquifolium* English holly Aquifoliaceae 1
436 Vaccinium ovatum Evergreen huckleberry Ericaceae
231 Maianthemum dilatatum False lily-of-the-valley Liliaceae
411 Tellima grandiflora Fringecup Saxifragaceae
391 Spiraea douglasii Hardhack Rosaceae
337 Rubus discolor* Himalayan blackberry Rosaceae 1
260 Oemlaria cerasiformus Indian plum Rosaceae
47 Athyrium filix-femina Lady fern Polypodiaceae

290 Polypodium glycyrrhiza Licorice fern Polypodiaceae
247 Montia perfoliata Miner's lettuce Portulacaceae New
335 Rosa nutkana Nootka rose Rosaceae
171 Holodiscus discolor Ocean spray Rosaceae
36 Arbutus menziesii Pacific madrone Ericaceae
9 Adenocaulon bicolor Pathfinder Asteraceae

21 Alnus rubra Red alder Betulaceae
358 Sambucus racemosa Red elderberry Caprifoliaceae
437 Vaccinium parvifolium Red huckleberry Ericaceae
150 Gaultheria shallon Salal Ericaceae
341 Rubus spectabilus Salmonberry Rosaceae
111 Cytisus scoparius* Scot's broom Fabaceae 1
354 Salix scouleriana Scouler willow Salicaceae
228 Lysichiton americanum Skunk cabbage Araceae
148 Galium trifidum Small bedstraw Rubiaceae New
83 Cerastium viscosum* Sticky chickweed Caryophyllaceae

433 Urtica dioica Stinging nettle Urticaceae
719 Viola glabella Stream violet Violaceae
291 Polystichum munitum Sword fern Polypodiaceae
52 Berberis aquifolium Tall Oregongrape Berberidaceae

340 Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry Rosaceae
2 Acer circinatum Vine maple Aceraceae

734 Kalmia microphylla Western bog laurel/Swamp laurel Ericaceae New
430 Tsuga heterophylla Western hemlock Pinaceae
412 Thuja plicata Western red cedar Cupressaceae
427 Trillium ovatum White trillium Liliaceae
342 Rubus ursinus Wild blackberry/dewberry Rosaceae
259 Nuphar polysepalum Yellow pond lily Nymphaeaceae
414 Tolmiea menziesii Youth-on-age, piggyback plant Saxifragaceae



Crescent Valley Plant List (4/14/07) * - Non-native 

ID Scientific Name Common Name Plant Family Invasive

Fungi
Oyster mushroom
Red-belted conk
Witch's butter

Other plants within Crescent Valley

18 Ajuga reptans* Ajuga Lamiaceae
61 Bromus sitchensis Alaska brome Poaceae

440 Veronica americana American brooklime Scrophulariaceae
279 Poa annua Annual bluegrass Poaceae
465 Fontinalis antipyretica Antifever fontinalis moss Fontinalaceae
334 Rosa gymnocarpa Baldhip rose Rosaceae
485 Teesdalia nudicaulis* Barestem teesdalia Brassicaceae
295 Populus trichocarpa Black cottonwood Salicaceae
235 Medicago lupulina* Black medic Fabaceae
339 Rubus leucodermis Blackcap Rosaceae
457 Bromus sp.* Brome-grass Poaceae
454 Anchusa sp. Bugloss Boraginaceae
92 Circium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae

463 Eschscholzia californica California poppy Papaveraceae
458 Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae
248 Montia siberica Candyflower Portulacaceae
326 Rhamnus purshiana Cascara Rhamnaceae
145 Galium aparine Cleavers Rubiaceae
37 Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae

431 Typha latifolia Common cattail Typhaceae
277 Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae
482 Sonchus oleraceus* Common sowthistle Asteraceae
170 Holcus lanatus* Common velvet grass Poaceae
448 Vicia sativa* Common vetch Fabaceae
472 Luzula campestris Common woodrush Juncaceae
475 Oxalis stricta Common yellow oxalis Oxalidaceae
394 Stachys cooleyae Cooley's hedge-nettle Lamiaceae
322 Ranunculus repens* Creeping buttercup Ranunculaceae
57 Blechnum spicant Deer fern Polypodiaceae

262 Oplopanax horridum Devil's club Araliaceae
76 Carex deweyana Dewey's sedge Cyperaceae

152 Geranium molle* Dovefoot geranium Geraniaceae
232 Malva neglecta Dwarf mallow Malvaceae
17 Aira praecox* Early hairgrass Poaceae
90 Circaea alpina Enchanter's nightshade Onagraceae

107 Crataegus monogyna* English hawthorn Rosaceae 1
166 Hedera helix* English ivy Araliaceae 1
309 Prunus laurocerasus* English laurel Rosaceae
276 Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae
209 Lolium perenne* English ryegrass Poaceae
383 Sorbus aucuparia* European mountain-ash Rosaceae 1



Crescent Valley Plant List (4/14/07) * - Non-native 

ID Scientific Name Common Name Plant Family Invasive

Other plants within Crescent Valley

338 Rubus laciniatus* Evergreen blackberry Rosaceae 1
199 Lathyrus latifolius* Everlasting peavine Fabaceae
471 Lepidium campestre* Field pepperweed Brassicaceae
441 Veronica arvensis* Field veronica Scrophulariaceae
133 Erodium cicutarium* Filaree Geraniaceae
413 Tiarella trifoliata Foamflower Saxifragaceae
116 Digatalis purpurea* Foxglove Scrophulariaceae
149 Galium triflorum Fragrant bedstraw Rubiaceae
476 Polygonum sachalinense* Giant knotweed Polygonaceae 1
466 Glechoma hederacea* Ground ivy Lamiaceae
179 Hypochaeris radicata* Hairy cat's-ear Asteraceae 1
103 Corylus cornuta Hazelnut Betulaceae
289 Polygonum persicaria* Heartweed Polygonaceae
460 Convolvulus sepium* Hedge bindweed Convolvulaceae
374 Sisymbrium officinale* Hedge mustard Brassicaceae 1
469 Japanese clover* Japanese clover Fabaceae
282 Poa pratensis* Kentucky bluegrass Poaceae
177 Hypericum perforatum* Klamath weed Hypericaceae
455 Athyrium filix-femina Lady fern Polypodiaceae
154 Geum macrophyllum Large-leaved avens Rosaceae
456 Bellis perennis Lawn daisy Asteraceae
78 Carex lyngbyei Lingby's sedge Cyperaceae
72 Cardamine oligosperma Little Western bittercress Brassicaceae

172 Hordeum brachyantherum Meadow barley Poaceae
467 Hordeum murinum* Mouse barley Poaceae
198 Lapsana communis* Nipplewort Asteraceae
429 Trisetum cernuum Nodding trisetum Poaceae
483 Stellaria calycantha Northern starwort Caryophyllaceae
112 Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae
89 Chrysanthemum leucanthem Ox-eye daisy Asteraceae

272 Physocarpus capitatus Pacific ninebark Rosaceae
303 Potentilla pacifica Pacific silverweed Rosaceae
176 Hydrophyllum tenuipes Pacific waterleaf Hydrophyllaceae
480 Salix lucida Pacific willow Salicaceae
86 Chenopodium album* Pigweed Chenopodiaceae

233 Matricaria matricarioides* Pineapple weed Asteraceae
477 Prunus sp.* Plum? Rosaceae 1
461 Epilobium ciliatum Purple-leaved willowherb Onagraceae
421 Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae
140 Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae
101 Cornus stolonifera Red-osier dogwood Cornaceae
270 Phalaris arundinacea* Reed canarygrass Poaceae 1
130 Equisetum hyemale Scouring rush Equisetaceae
426 Triglochin maritimum Seaside arrowgrass Juncaginaceae
31 Angelica lucida Sea-watch Apiaceae

305 Prunella vulgaris Self-heal Lamiaceae
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Crescent Valley Plant List (4/14/07) * - Non-native 

ID Scientific Name Common Name Plant Family Invasive

Other plants within Crescent Valley

343 Rumex acetocella* Sheep sorrel Polygonaceae
68 Capsella bursa-pastoris* Shepherd's purse Brassicaceae
16 Aira caryophyllea* Silver hairgrass Poaceae

355 Salix sitchensis Sitka willow Salicaceae
464 Festuca octoflora* Sixweeks fescue Poaceae
193 Juncus tenuis Slender rush Juncaceae
79 Carex obnupta Slough sedge Cyperaceae

364 Scirpus microcarpus Small-flowered bulrush Cyperaceae
251 Myosotis laxa Small-flowered forget-me-not Boraginaceae
257 Nemophila parviflora Small-flowered nemophila Hydrophyllaceae
223 Luzula parviflora Small-flowered woodrush Juncaceae
108 Crepis capillaris* Smooth hawksbeard Asteraceae
59 Bromus mollis* Soft brome Poaceae

190 Juncus effusus Soft rush Juncaceae
344 Rumex crispus* Sour dock Polygonaceae
478 Ribes bracteosum Stink currant Grossulariaceae
153 Geranium robertianum* Stinky Bob Geraniaceae 1
306 Prunus avium* Sweet cherry Rosaceae
33 Anthoxanthum odoratum* Sweet vernalgrass Poaceae

474 Osmorhiza chilensis Sweet-cicely Apiaceae
369 Senecio jacobaea* Tansy ragwort Asteraceae 1
185 Juncus acuminatus Tapered rush Juncaceae
470 Juncus tenuis Tapered rush Juncaceae
459 Cirsium sp. Thistle Asteraceae
444 Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaf speedwell Scrophulariaceae
468 Hypericum anagalloides Tinker's penny Clusiaceae
447 Vicia hirsuta* Tiny vetch Fabaceae
189 Juncus bufonius* Toad rush Juncaceae
481 Scirpus lacustris Tule Juncaceae
212 Lonicera involucrata Twinberry Caprifoliaceae

7 Achlys triphylla Vanilla leaf Berberidaceae
195 Lactuca muralis* Wall lettuce Asteraceae
462 Equisetum fluviatile Water horsetail Equisetaceae
261 Oenanthe sarmentosa Water parsley Apiaceae
479 Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticu Watercress Brassicaceae
321 Ranunculus occidentalis Western buttercup Ranunculaceae
347 Rumex occidentalis Western dock Polygonaceae
486 Triticum aestivum* Wheat Poaceae
224 Lychnus alba* White campion Caryophyllaceae
423 Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae
473 Myosotis sylvatica* Woodland forget-me-not Boraginaceae

5 Achillea millifolium Yarrow Asteraceae
250 Myosotis discolor* Yellow & blue forget-me-not Boraginaceae
183 Iris pseudacorus* Yellow flag Iridaceae 1
267 Parentucellia viscosa* Yellow parentucellia Scrophulariaceae
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